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EMORANDUM 




Former South Vietnamese Foreign Minister Tran Van Do is presently 
in Paris where he hopes to see Xuan Thuy. Do intends to propose to 
Thuy a nonaggression and neutrality pact between North and South 
Vietnam and to explain GVN conditions for NLF political participation. 

Before the last GVN presidential election, a visiting French corre- 
spondent told Do that Xuan Thuy had asked him to M say hello to our 
friend Do. " (Do doesn’t know Thuy, but thought he might have been 
singled out for this greeting because of Do’s kind treatment of Pham 
Van Dong during the 1954 Geneva Conference. ) Do has informed Xuan 

Thuy that he would be available for discussions during his present Paris 
stay. 

Do told Ambassador Porter that he planned to make the following points 
in any meeting with Thuy: 

-- It would be desirable for psychological reasons if North and 
South Vietnam could reach some kind of agreement before the President’s 
Peking trip. While the South felt reassured by President Nixon's state- 
ment that the Peking meeting would not be at the expense of friends of the 
U. S. , no Vietnamese could be sure what the Chinese would do; 

-- North and South Vietnam should aim at signing a nonaggression 

and neutrality pact, based on the sovereignty of each area; 

( 

--If such a pact were signed, the NLF would be given a chance to 
participate in the political life of South Vietnam through the electoral, 
process, if it were disarmed. 
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g pmment. There is very little chance that Xuan Thuy will see Do. 

e former's friendly greetings were no doubt part of Hanoi's 
pre-eleetion attempt to lure prominent non -Communists away from 
Ihieu. Given the present political stability in South Vietnam, the 
Communists now have little incentive to pursue this tack. In any case 
Do s proposals would certainly have fallen on deaf ears. 


Do was recently in Washington (at Thieu's request) to determine the 
steadfastness of continued U.S. support for South Vietnam. He left 
considerably reassured by what he had been told here (even by Senator 
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By. ML . KARA Dclel'iM 



